

Happy Chinese New Year (January 23rd)!  I love this holiday even though it's not a hugely celebrated holiday here in Fallon.  I love to watch TV and see the celebrations in San Francisco and Beijing--the vivid colors, the sights, the sounds and the smells (via "smell-o-vision") inspire me tremendously!  We hope you enjoy the Year of the Dragon.

I can hardly believe we are 2/3's of the way through January already.  People ask all the time, what do you do in the winter?  The long answer short is...a lot.  We catch up on things set aside for the winter, we are research new plant cultivars, new products, new trends, information and technology.  We also compile information and put it in written form so you can take it home with you.  And projects in the yard--we are always thinking of and implementing new sights and learning vignettes for you and your family for when you visit.

It seems like winter may have finally decided to settle in for a while.  The weather reports say we should be receiving precipitation--which is great for the dust issues but more importantly, our landscape plants.  Hopefully, you have been heeding our regular reminders to water. (The warm weather we have been experiencing complicates the whole matter) On the other hand, if you haven't and we DON'T get any rain, make sure you get out and water your plants--if they are evergreens, spray the foliage.

So, hopefully you have a minute or two to sit back, grab a warm drink and spend some time with us in the newsletter. 
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Dormant Oil Spray
Now is the time to spray your fruit trees and roses with Dormant Oil Spray! 
  

Dormant Oil Spray works by adhering to the bare branches of trees and smothering over-wintering insect larvae. It is important to spray trees and shrubs before the buds swell. It must be used while the plant is dormant; otherwise damage will be done to the plant. By killing the insects now you will prevent early leaf damage in the spring. Some brands, such as the Bonide Lime Sulfur, also treat over wintering diseases and fungus!

It is NOT to be used on evergreens.

Once you've tried it-you'll love it!
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Pre-Emergent
What is pre-emergent? 
Pre-emergent is a product, applied to flower beds, driveways, bare areas, lawns and/or landscape beds to prevent annual weeds from germinating.  
 
Weed seeds have two cycles-early and late. That said, a follow-up application should be put down in late February. If you have flower beds that reseed themselves (ie. marigolds, cosmos, alyssum, etc.) pre-emergent will keep them from germinating since they are annuals too-the chemical/product cannot distinguish wanted seeds from unwanted.
 
How does Pre-Emergent work? 
It comes in liquid and granular forms-chemical and organic versions-so you have options.  Apply it according to package directions. (These will vary by brand.)  However, after the product is applied, water must be sprayed to activate the pre-emergent.  Once wet down, it forms a gaseous barrier between the air and annual seeds that have "bedded" themselves in the soil and in between rocks. Pre-emergent only works on annual seeds so another product will need to be used on perennial weeds-like dandelions. Once pre-emergent has been applied, it should not be disturbed. 
 
What are my options? 
We carry GroWell™ an all organic pre-emergent PLUS lawn fertilizer-it comes in
the form of corn gluten.   A 34 pound bag covers roughly 2,500-3000 square feet.
We also carry a 50 pound bag of Dimension™. One bag of this covers about 11,700
square feet-or a ¼ acre.  Both of these products can be put in a fertilizer spreader and applied to any area in need.
The liquid pre-emergent, Weed Impede, covers 1,250 square feet and  hooks directly to your hose-no mixing, no math!
	 
Vocabulary Builder
	Vocabulary Builder

	Do you get frustrated or embarrassed at not knowing the "right" terminology?  Well, this section is meant empower you with knowledge.

 

The 1st word we bring up because people come in all the time in the winter and say, "Well, my plants are dead right now."  We get it, it makes sense, but hopefully, the more correct word would be sleeping but technically it is...

Dormant--alive but not currently growing

 

The second word is...

Evergreen--refers to a plant that retains its green leaves, needles or fronds year round.  Keep in mind  some plants are evergreens and have yellow, white, purple, pink or red foliage year round.

 


Plant of the Month   Nandina domestica 
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Nandina is an evergreen/semi-evergreen shrub that actually belongs to the barberry family!  It prefers semi-shade or full shade in our extreme climate.  While it prefers rich, well drained soil, it tolerates our harsher soils--although it can get chlorotic (yellowing of leaves caused by lack of iron) in our high alkaline soils.

Nandinas have a multi-stem structure working its way up arched (usually), cane-like stem work.  The pointed oval foliage are delicately textured leaflets on lacy stem work. They grow slowly eventually reaching heights of 2ft. to 9ft. and 1-1/2ft. to 4 ft. wide, depending on cultivars.  They have very small creamy bloom clusters in the late spring, then setting ivory to red berries (not edible).  New leaves emerge light pink/red and turn green.  In the Autumn/Winter--most leaves stay on (makes it an evergreen) and turn bronze, red and/or purple.
Pond Corner
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These cold months can be very stressful for your pond, the fish and the plants.

 1)  Make sure your water levels stay high--water volume gets lost due to evaporation and ice.  When you add water to the pond, make sure you let it pour into the pond, creating bubbles, pushing oxygen into the water.

2)  Use a de-icer in the pond!  You don't want a heater just a de-icer that will keep a hole in the ice allowing the toxic gases to escape.

3)  Remover debris from the water--with the high winds we have had leaves and other items if left in the water can decompose robbing the water of necessary oxygen and releasing toxins into the water.
Nursery Happenings
Well, it's a new year so first of all, there is a lot of cleaning going on!  With the windstorms we have had, there is dust!  Then there is the inevitable culling out of things to make room for all the new stuff coming in! Are you asking why I am telling you about cleaning?  Well, it's because we are going to be having a HUGE "yard sale" in the coming months--so, keep your eyes open and we will keep you up to date.

 

Also, we have been getting veggie and flower seeds in--perfect for starting your garden now--in the house or greenhouse! If you are a lover of hot peppers--then now is the time to plant!  The hotter the pepper, the longer it takes to grow and age--and with our short growing season they may not reach maturity by the end of the season!  The other reason to start seeds inside is because, you can save $$$$$!  Veggies are expensive and many are quick and easy to grow in appropriate containers.      --Try any lettuce, spinach, chard, herbs, radishes, short carrots, bean sprouts and beets right now.  --This is a great project to do with the kids!!!!![image: image5.jpg]



 

We also carry Grow Lights and heat mats to tuck them in and growing well.  We have seed starting soil, containers, fertilizers, plant markers and anything else you may need. 

 

We have a great selection of books that have just arrived, including Mel Bartholomew's Square Foot Gardening!

 

Don't forget to check out the Gift Shop and all its wonders!  Don't see something you need or want, let us know--we will get it for you--or exhaust our resources trying!
	en Bake with Mushrooms

	

	Chicken No-Pasta Bake

With the new year upon us-we are bombarded with things to do--resolutions.  Of course, one of mine is to eat healthier, so here is a take on a classic--minus pasta.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts, cut into 1" cubes

2 large portabella mushrooms, cleaned & cut into 1" cubes

1-1/2 or 2 cups of favorite marinara sauce--homemade or store bought

1 cup mozzarella cheese or pizza blend

2 Tbsp Olive oil

Garlic Salt, to taste

Cooking Spray

In a medium frying pan, over medium heat add olive oil.  When hot add chicken and fry 'til cooked, no longer pink--10 to 12 minutes.

Meanwhile, spray a 9x9 pan with cooking spray.  Layer in mushrooms, then spread chicken.  Pour over marinara.  Top with cheese.

Place into oven and bake for 20 minutes, 'til the cheese is golden and bubbly--about 20 minutes.

Well, we are embarking on a crazy journey--and not without difficult
y.     
 We  have set up our own You Tube channel and we hope you
  subscribe to it.  We will be posting quick little "how to" videos
  and post other videos from growers and vendors that we think
  are beneficial to you.
This said, we have "filmed" a couple of posts but are having a crazy time getting them off the phone (it was supposed to be VERY easy--thus, why we did it on this phone.) 

Hopefully, it will all be resolved today and  posted by Sunday--so check us out!

Thanks for joining us and we hope while you are tucked in looking at magazines, catalogues and the internet for great plants and ideas, don't forget to give your yard a little loving care with extra water--if it doesn't rain or snow (and melt)!

And while you're doing that, we will be researching, searching, hunting and gathering great and unique items for your home and yard to make it the oasis you've always wanted.
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